
Competitive 

Business has to be the most competitive occupation human’s have ever created. It is cut throat and 

takes no prisoners. Some have said it is not for the faint hearted and I do agree because business can 

be cruel at times. It is like sports where there is a winner and a loser but the stakes are much higher, 

the rewards life changing; the defeats unbearable and the only difference from sports is that there is 

never a draw. If therefore there has to be a winner and consequently losers; i.e. a tender is only 

awarded to one company amongst many; how competitive can we imagine business is? 

As an entrepreneur you must understand the competitive nature of business and posses the 

necessary aggressiveness to go along with it. But I don’t think entrepreneurs quite fully comprehend 

the magnitude of the competitiveness of business. We once said 98% of all start ups fail within the 

first two years. Well that failure is not a result of poor management or lack of quality of products but 

rather because of the competition. There are more and more entrepreneurs starting businesses 

each day but the market or demand for their products or services is not increasing. That means for 

every new entrepreneur that gets a client, he or she must have created a new customer or taken a 

client from an existing business; the latter being more probable.  

In such a market, how then is one supposed to stay relevant and survive? Well, an entrepreneur 

survives by being aggressive, by being competitive, by knowing what is at stake and by 

understanding that business is not a pastime nor is it something you do as a result of not being able 

to find employment. No, respect the trade, come fully prepared and be ready to go against people 

who are gunning for the exact same client you are. 

I say this because a social culture has developed amongst entrepreneurs that is passive and entitled. 

Across the world governments and independent agencies have jointly made an effort to foster 

entrepreneurship; which is definitely a wonderful initiative that supports entrepreneurs with basic 

necessities such as information, training, mentoring and even funding.  

These mechanisms are there and as an entrepreneur you should take advantage of them but you 

must remember that it is not a government’s responsibility for your business to succeed. All 

government and business support agencies can do is provide a platform from which you can use as a 

spring board to making your business a success. And this requires you to take full responsibility of 

your entrepreneurial journey and understand that business is war and the best man will win.  
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