
Corruption 

Business is a cut throat occupation that takes no prisoners and entrepreneurs are more than willing 

to go as far as they can in order to succeed but how far is too far? Nowadays the word business is 

synonymous to bribery and shady deals. We have all heard of businesses paying off someone or 

doing some sort of a favour in exchange for some business. Government officials are constantly 

labelled corrupt but for them to be corrupt they need a recipient and in most cases if not all, the 

recipients are entrepreneurs.  

The saying goes ‘it is not what you know but who you know’ and yes it is very important to build a 

network of people who you can reach out to whenever necessary. But when do those contacts turn 

from people you know to people aiding you through unscrupulous means? Running a business is not 

easy and even more difficult is getting business in a very competitive market. The temptation to do it 

the easy way is constantly knocking on the door and you have to decide whether or not to build your 

business through shady deals.  

But the problem with building a business through bribery is that it is not sustainable. A strong 

sustainable business can only be built through honesty, quality and hard work. In fact businesses 

that have the highest ethical standards are always sort after. People want to do business with 

companies that are honest and can do the job and that is the only way to build a long standing 

business.  

As much as bribery gives an unfair advantage; the biggest issue is that the companies that are 

involved are usually the incompetent ones who are unable to do the job. I guess that is why they 

resort to bribing because they are not proficient enough to win the tender through their skill and 

ability. There probably would not be as much uproar over bribes in the government tender process if 

the businesses actually did the job properly. But in most cases the job is half done or executed 

poorly and it is the general public that suffer from poorly built RDB houses or malfunctioning 

drainage systems.  

Government has tried to put in place systems to curb corruption but to not much success. There are 

still many loop holes within the system which businesses can manipulate. And we cannot forget that 

people will be people and will do whatever they need to do to satisfy their needs. The one good 

thing government did put in place is a black listing system where companies that do not do the job 

properly are put. This prevents the black listed companies from being considered for any future 

tenders.  
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