
Risk 

I have never been a proponent of the connotation of risk that is attached to entrepreneurship. Yes 

the idea of starting a business has its challenges but so does everything else in life. Take starting a 

new career for example or studying to obtain a degree; both scenarios you have no knowledge of 

the eventual outcome. You could get retrenched and or fail to get your degree. How about a 

marriage, nowadays most end up in divorce, but no one says marriage is risky. So if everything in life 

fails at some point for whatever reason; why then is only entrepreneurship considered risky?  

My guess is that is has everything to do with the financial aspect of it. People are afraid of not having 

a stable income and since entrepreneurship has its periods of uncertainty, people label it risky. But 

risk can be mitigated. No person that has the knowhow, the strategy and commitment can be 

labelled a risk taker. It is those people that attempt to start a business without the requisite 

knowledge and understanding that are taking a risk. It is like a chef preparing a five course meal; 

because of his creativity and knowhow he is not taking a risk but an individual that doesn’t even 

know where the switches on the stove are; that man is taking chances.  

But the biggest concern about labelling entrepreneurship risky is that it scares people off from 

embarking on new business ventures. And what people tend to forget is that everything we have 

today is because of entrepreneurship. Some individual thought of an idea, stepped out of his 

comfort zone and embarked on creating something new and special that would benefit the entire 

human race. But today we have stifled our advancement because of this risk element attached to 

entrepreneurship. If you look at it closely, nothing new has been created for decades; all we do is 

make improvements on someone else’s idea from back in the day. No new industries or business 

ideas are being created; entrepreneurs start the very same businesses in the same already over 

saturated industries and markets.   

Entrepreneurs must remove the idea of risk and start being creative again. I love a new year because 

it gives us all an opportunity to do things differently and as 2016 approaches; put your creative hats 

on and start being innovative. Think of new strategies, new sales & marketing methods and new 

management techniques. Above all think of new products and services you can bring to market. 

Offer your clients something different from your competitors. But this can only be done if you 

remove the risk element and allow yourself to explore and be bold. Who knows, you could create 

the next big thing.  

Munya Duvera 083 287 6673 | duvera@munyaduvera.co.za | www.duveraelgroup.co.za 

http://www.duveraelgroup.co.za/

